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Call to Worship:

Psalm 47

Leader: Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy! For the LORD,
the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the earth.

People:He subdued peoples under us, and nations under our feet. He chose our
heritage for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.

Leader: God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. Sing praises
to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing praises! For God is the King of all the
earth; sing praises with a psalm!

People: God reigns over the nations; God sits on his holy throne. The princes of the
peoples gather as the people of the God of Abraham. For the shields of the earth
belong to God; he is highly exalted!

Prayer of Invocation and Adoration

Come Thou Fount

1. Come, thou Fount of every blessing,

tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I'm fixed upon it
mount of Thy redeeming love.

2. Here | raise my Ebenezer;
hither by thy help I'm come;

and | hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3. Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be!

Let thy goodness, like a fetter,

bind my wandering heart to thee:
prone to wander, Lord, | feel it,
prone to leave the God | love;
here's my heart, O take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.



Old Testament Reading:

2 Samuel 7:4-17

[4] But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, [5] “Go and tell my servant
David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to dwell in? [6] | have not lived in
a house since the day | brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but | have
been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. [7] In all places where | have moved with all
the people of Israel, did | speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom |
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of
cedar?”’ [8] Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of
hosts, | took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be prince
over my people Israel. [9] And | have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all
your enemies from before you. And | will make for you a great name, like the name of the
great ones of the earth. [10] And | will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant
them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent
men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, [11] from the time that | appointed judges over
my people Israel. And | will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD
declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. [12] When your days are fulfilled and
you lie down with your fathers, | will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from
your body, and | will establish his kingdom. [13] He shall build a house for my name, and |
will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. [14] | will be to him a father, and he shall be
to me a son. When he commits iniquity, | will discipline him with the rod of men, with the
stripes of the sons of men, [15] but my steadfast love will not depart from him, as | took it
from Saul, whom | put away from before you. [16] And your house and your kingdom shall
be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established forever.”” [17] In
accordance with all these words, and in accordance with all this vision, Nathan spoke to
David.

Prayer of Confession:

Together aloud

God you are the King of all creation. We say that and believe that, but so often we live
as though it is not true. We claim the throne and live how we want, especially if your
commands conflict with what we want. Yet, you are not just our King, you are the
Father who loves us, the Son who saved us, and the Spirit who dwells within us.
Forgive us for our rebellion. Remind us of your gracious and righteous law. Work in us
that we might obey in love. Amen.

Individual Confession



Assurance of Pardon:
Zephaniah 3:.9-15

| purify the lips of the peoples, that all of them may call on the name of the LORD; they will
speak no lies, nor will deceit be found in their mouths. You will not be put to shame for all
the wrongs you have done to me. Be glad and rejoice with all your heart, O Daughter of
Jerusalem! The LORD has taken away your punishment; he has turned back your enemy.
The LORD, the King of Israel, is with you; never again will you fear any harm.

Song of Assurance:

Before the Throne of God Above

1 Before the throne of God above,

| have a strong and perfect plea,

a great High Priest whose name is Love,
who ever lives and pleads for me.

My name is graven on his hands,

my name is written on his heart.

| know that while in heav'n he stands,
no tongue can bid me thence depart,

no tongue can bid me thence depart.

2 When Satan tempts me to despair
and tells me of the guilt within,
upward | look and see him there,
who made an end to all my sin.
Because the sinless Savior died,
my sinful soul is counted free;

for God, the just, is satisfied

to look on him and pardon me,

to look on him and pardon me.

3 Behold him there, the risen Lamb,
my perfect, spotless righteousness,
the great unchangeable | AM,

the King of glory and of grace!

One with himself | cannot die.

My soul is purchased by his blood!
My life is hid with Christ on high,
with Christ, my Savior and my God,
with Christ, my Savior and my God.



Confession of Faith:
The New City Catechism

Question 50—What does Christ’s resurrection mean for us?

Christ triumphed over sin and death by being physically resurrected, so that all who
trust in him are raised to new life in this world and to everlasting life in the world to
come. Just as we will one day be resurrected, so this world will one day be restored.
But those who do not trust in Christ will be raised to everlasting death.

Question 51—Of what advantage to us is Christ’s ascension?

Christ physically ascended on our behalf, just as he came down to earth physically on

our account, and he is now advocating for us in the presence of his Father, preparing a
place for us, and also sends us his Spirit.

Prayers of the Church

| Worship You, Almighty God

| worship You, Almighty God
There is none like You

| worship You, O Prince of Peace
That is what | want to do

| give You praise

For You are my righteousness

| worship You, Almighty God
There is none like You.



Sermon: Christ has Ascended!
Luke 24:50-53; Acts 1:1-11

[50] And he led them out as far as Bethany, and lifting up his hands he blessed them. [51]
While he blessed them, he parted from them and was carried up into heaven. [52] And
they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy, [53] and were continually in
the temple blessing God.

[1] In the first book, O Theophilus, | have dealt with all that Jesus began to do and teach,
[2] until the day when he was taken up, after he had given commands through the Holy
Spirit to the apostles whom he had chosen. [3] He presented himself alive to them after his
suffering by many proofs, appearing to them during forty days and speaking about the
kingdom of God.

[4] And while staying with them he ordered them not to depart from Jerusalem, but to wait
for the promise of the Father, which, he said, “you heard from me; [5] for John baptized
with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from now.”

[6] So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” [7] He said to them, "It is not for you to know times or seasons that the
Father has fixed by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit
has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” [9] And when he had said these things, as they were
looking on, he was lifted up, and a cloud took him out of their sight. [10] And while they
were gazing into heaven as he went, behold, two men stood by them in white robes, [11]
and said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking into heaven? This Jesus, who was
taken up from you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.”

My Jesus, | Love Thee

1. My Jesus, | love thee, | know thou art mine;
for thee all the follies of sin | resign;

my gracious Redeemer, my Savior art thou;

if ever | loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

2. | love thee because thou hast first loved me
and purchased my pardon on Calvary's tree;

I love thee for wearing the thorns on thy brow;
if ever | loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.



3. I'll love thee in life, | will love thee in death,

and praise thee as long as thou lendest me breath,
and say when the death dew lies cold on my brow:
If ever | loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

4. In mansions of glory and endless delight,
I'll ever adore thee in heaven so bright;

And singing thy praises, before thee | bow:
If ever | loved thee, my Jesus, 'tis now.

Benediction

Announcements

Congregational Meeting April 18.

Tithing Please send checks to the church. 204 E. Main Street, Brownsburg, IN 46112. If you use online
banking, use your last name as the account number.

Book Table See a book on the credenza like you would like to read or give to a friend? Take it.

Want something in the bulletin? Email it to steve.marusich@gmail.com by Thursday morning at 11 AM.
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